
Pack up your troubles in an old kit bag sang out the veterans at Saint Luke’s 
Place, led by Peter Shaw with guitar, Stan Jones chair of the board of directors 
and in front 97-year-old veteran Earl Constant.

Ceremony honours local Legions, veterans at St. Luke’s Place 
Cambridge Times

CAMBRIDGE- Saint Luke’s Place Foundation has honoured the tri-branches of 
Cambridge Legions, Ontario Command, for their generous financial support 
over the past decade. 

The three veteran’s organizations have contributed over $200,000 for the 
purchase of equipment. 

Brian Swainson, chief executive officer of Saint Luke’s, said, “This residence is 
a unique and wonderful community with many veterans living here.” 

There are 27 veterans who make their home at Saint Luke’s. 

Representatives from The Royal Canadian Legion Branch 121 Galt, 126 
Preston and 272 Hespeler attended a Christmas luncheon to celebrate the 
great assistance the legion members have been to Saint Luke’s. 

The money over the years has been spent on clinical equipment; hi-low beds 
for safety, comfort and independence by the seniors; specially designed dining room chairs for the long-term residents; a 
safety alarm system; and lifts and slings. 

Other equipment included ergonomic regulator dining room tables to accommodate various heights of wheel chairs. 

Pat Baker was singled out for his leadership as a former president of Legion Branch 126 and currently president of Saint 
Luke’s Place Residential Council. 

Stan Jones, chair of the board of directors, praised the three local legion branches for their many years of service to the 
community. 

Newly elected city councillor Mike Devine, as Ward 2 councillor for Hespeler, started his new duties by attending and 
congratulating the legion members. 

Chair of the foundation board of directors, Tim Vanderwelle, brought greeting and praised the legions for their caring work. 

Medical director at Saint Luke’s for the past 35 years, Dr. Jay Baker had the audience enjoying some great laughter with his 
rendition of the Twelve Days of Christmas. 

Peter Shaw, formerly from Australia and now living in Kitchener, entertained the group with many songs from the Second 
World War. One veteran, 97-year-old Earl Constant, sang right along, knowing all the old tunes. 

“This brings back good memories of buddies singing these songs during wartime,” said Constant, a former pilot in the Royal 
Canadian Air Force assigned to a British bomber crew. 
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