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                  A senior’s life can always be better when you have “good 

books” that become “good friends,” claims Susan Hall, the volunteer librarian at Saint Luke’s 

Place in Cambridge.  Susan has lived for five years in the apartment section of the senior’s 

residence on Franklin Boulevard in Hespeler.  She has close family ties to living in seniors’ 

residences, as her mother-in-law, Ivy Hall, 98, lived in long-term care for 15 years.  Her own 

mother, Shirley Brown, at age 92, has lived at Saint Luke’s Place for the past seven years. She 

was the librarian before Susan. 

“When visiting the library you often meet other people and make friends,” Susan pointed out. “It 

is a friendly and key spot in any home.” 

And what do seniors like to read?  “Murder mysteries is the largest section in the library,” said 

Susan. “Believe it or not, but science fiction is high on the list. Star Wars is popular.”  The 

library has about 2,000 books in it at all times. At any time, this number of books offers a good 

selection for the readers to choose from on a daily basis. However, the volunteer librarian 

suggested that if anyone wishes to donate any good books she would be happy to receive them, 

as there are still several empty shelves.  The books are catalogued with the fiction outnumbering 

the non-fiction by a wide margin. 

The library door is always open to an honour system with no time limit for returns. The librarian 

stressed that the library has never lost a book during her three-year tenure.  “Western stories are 

hard to come by,” said Susan. “The most popular are Zane Grey’s stories.”  She appealed for 

people in the community to check their unwanted books and donate them to the Saint Luke’s 

library.  “The retired people here would be very appreciative for more good books,” said the 

librarian.  Susan announced that Saturday nights would become movie night with popcorn and 

all the excitement of an “old Saturday night out”.  Saint Luke’s has a good selection of DVDs for 

the residents to watch.  

Saint Luke’s has a fundraising campaign going on with funding needed to modernize and enlarge 

the number of beds at this non-profit facility.   Walter Gowing is a lifelong Cambridge resident, author and 

journalist who has been to 130 countries worldwide. 

Susan Hall (far left), volunteer librarian at Saint Luke’s 

Place, introduces a new friend in the form of a book 

to 15-year resident Eunice Ritchie 
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